Prot n. 2858 del 09/11/2016 
(2016-PISALET-0002858)
Announcement of Competition: 
“A 2017 Homage to Sir Richard Francis Burton” 
1. Requisites
The Department of Philology, Literature and Linguistics advertises a competition for the participation to a one-day symposium on Sir Richard Francis Burton to be hosted by the University of Pisa in June 2017. The candidates placed first and second in the pass-list will take part in the symposium and discuss the results of their research within a two-hour session (for the first-place winner, to be provided with a gross-remuneration contract of 230,41 Euros) and a one-hour session (for the second-place winner, to be provided with a gross-remuneration contract of 92,17 Euros).  
The competition is open to Italian and foreign students with a maximum age limit of 35 years, holding a university degree (“Laurea Magistrale”, “Laurea Specialistica”, Master of Arts or equivalent) and whose research work (as specified below) deserves particular mention on grounds of originality, consistency and scientific level. Those who wish to apply must submit either their degree thesis or an 8000-word (minimum) essay, written in Italian or in English and focusing on the life and/or works, the influence and reception of British writer and explorer Sir Richard Francis Burton (1821-1890).
2. Application submission
Applications and required documents must be sent under the same cover and, if from Italy, exclusively by registered post with acknowledgment of receipt (“raccomandata con avviso di ricevimento”) by 28 April 2017 to the Dipartimento di Filologia, Letteratura e Linguistica, Palazzo Matteucci, Piazza Torricelli 2, 56126 Pisa (PI), ITALY. Marks stamped on sealed envelopes by the accepting post office will have attesting value. Sealed envelopes containing applications and required documents might otherwise be personally handed over at the reception desk of the Dipartimento di Filologia, Letteratura e Linguistica. 
All envelopes must bear an inscription reading: “Burton Competition Application”. 
The application form template, to be filled in on unstamped paper, is included in Attachment “A”, which is an integral part of the present announcement.

Please note that any application unsigned or lacking the required documents, as well as the applications sent or handed over after the deadline specified above (28 April 2017), will be rejected. The University administration cannot be held responsible for postal slip-ups due to the candidate’s wrong indication of his/her address, to a missing or late notification of a change of the address given in the application form, or to other kinds of hindrances attributable to a third party, fortuitous events or circumstances beyond one’s control.
In their applications, candidates are required to furnish the following personal details: a) Full name; b) place and date of birth; c) permanent address; d) educational qualification, specifying when the degree was awarded and its grades; e) current address (the effective address to which any notification might be sent); f) e-mail address; g) telephone number. 
With their applications candidates must enclose the following documentation: a photocopy of  a valid identity document; one hardbound copy of their thesis, accompanied by a signed statement certifying it being a true copy (see Attachment “B” Template), or one paper copy of their essay, accompanied by a signed statement certifying authorship (see Attachment “C” Template). 

3. Adjudication board and pass-list

The candidates’ works will be assessed by an adjudication board composed of three members: Prof. Michael Walton (Fund Bestower), Consorzio Universitario Pordenone; Prof. Roberta Ferrari, Dipartimento di Filologia, Letteratura e Linguistica, Pisa University; Prof. Laura Giovannelli, Dipartimento di Filologia, Letteratura e Linguistica, Pisa University. 
The competition placement scores will be published by 19 May 2017 on http://www.fileli.unipi.it. Since candidates will not be sent any official notice concerning the pass-list, they are requested to check results directly on the website. 
Please see Attachment “D” for a brief illustration of the valuation and selection methods.

In case of no applicants, or should no degree thesis or essay satisfy the unappealable evaluation criteria determined by the adjudication board, the amount might be set aside for another competition to be held in 2018. Should the board deliberate on the postponement, their decision will be final. After the completion of the evaluation process and the procedural filing of the results, candidates may ask for their documents to be returned at their own expense, provided there is not any legal dispute in course. Requests must be submitted within 60 days of the approval act (the “Decreto di approvazione degli atti”).
4. Remuneration
The candidate placed first in the pass-list will be offered a gross-remuneration employment contract of 230,41 Euros for presenting and discussing his/her research work within a two-hour session of the Burton Symposium (Pisa University, June 2017).
The candidate placed second in the pass-list will be offered a gross-remuneration employment contract of 92,17 Euros for presenting and discussing his/her research work within a one-hour session of the Burton Symposium (Pisa University, June 2017).

Winners will also be asked to provide the documentation required for tax purposes.

5. Personal data treatment
In compliance with Italian Legislative Decree n° 196/2003 (“Personal Data Protection Code”), especially Section 13, the candidates’ personal data will be collected and processed by the University of Pisa solely for the Burton Competition purposes. Candidates who do not intend to make their personal details available for these purposes may not apply for the competition. Applicants are guaranteed the rights mentioned in Sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 of Legislative Decree n° 196/2003. Any other related issue will be provided for according to current legislation. 
6. Competition advertisement and queries
The present announcement is published on the Department of Philology, Literature and Linguistics website: http://www.fileli.unipi.it. In case of any further queries, candidates may contact Dr Roberta Caponi – Administrative Coordinator, Dipartimento di Filologia, Letteratura e Linguistica, Palazzo Matteucci, Piazza Torricelli 2, 56126 Pisa – at the e-mail address:     roberta.caponi@unipi.it

Attachment “A”
APPLICATION FORM TEMPLATE
The undersigned:
Surname ______________________________________________________________
First Name_____________________________________________________________
born in (City, Country) _____________________________________________

on  (date of birth: DD/MM/YYYY) ______/_____/______ 
Postal address:

Street name and number_______________________________________________ 
City/ State ___________________________________________________________   
Country______________________________ Zip/Postal Code____________________ 
HEREBY APPLIES FOR 
the 2017 Burton Competition
and, to this purpose,  DECLARES THAT
he/she holds the following degree certificate:   ______________________________________ (Master of Arts / Laurea magistrale / Laurea specialistica / equivalent) 
and that he/she graduated in ______________________________________, at the University of  ________________________on (date)______________________, with the following grades/evaluation: _____________________ ; 
ENCLOSURES:
( 1 hardbound copy of the applicant’s degree thesis accompanied by a signed statement certifying it being a true copy; oR: 1 paper copy of the applicant’s essay, entitled  _______________________________________________, total number of pages: pp. ________________________, accompanied by a signed statement certifying authorship;
( a photocopy of  a valid identity document.
CURRENT ADDRESS: 
(the effective address to which any notification might be sent)
Street name and number________________________________________________
City/ State ___________________________________________________________   
Country______________________________ Zip/Postal Code____________________ 
E-mail address__________________________________________

Mobile Phone number____________________________________ 
Dated this _______________day of ____________________of the year ________

                                                                                                       Signature of Applicant     
                                                                                                     ____________________                             

Attachment “B”
TRUE-COPY STATEMENT 
(in compliance with D.P.R. 28/12/2000, n. 445, Section 19) 
The undersigned:
Surname ______________________________________________________________

First Name_____________________________________________________________

born in (City, Country) _____________________________________________

on  (date of birth: DD/MM/YYYY) ______/_____/______ 
Postal address:

Street name and number______________________________________________ 
City/ State ___________________________________________________________   
Country______________________________ Zip/Postal Code____________________, 
in full awareness of the penal sanctions which D.P.R. 445-Section 76 (28/12/2000) provides for misrepresentation and forgery,  
DECLARES
that the enclosed hardbound copy of his/her degree thesis, entitled______________________________________________ 
is a true and faithful copy of the original;

that he/she is fully aware that, in compliance with Italian laws (Legge 675/96, Section 10), his/her personal data shall be collected and processed solely for the purposes related to the present statement.
. 
Dated this _______________day of ____________________of the year ________

                                                                                                       Signature of Applicant     
                                                                                                     ____________________                             

In compliance with D.P.R. 445, Section 38 (28/12/2000), the present statement shall be deemed valid provided it is accompanied by a non-authenticated photocopy of an identity document.

Attachment “C”
ESSAY-AUTHORSHIP STATEMENT 

The undersigned:
Surname ______________________________________________________________

First Name_____________________________________________________________

born in (City, Country) _____________________________________________

on  (date of birth: DD/MM/YYYY) ______/_____/______ 
Postal address:

Street name and number______________________________________________ 
City/ State ___________________________________________________________   
Country______________________________ Zip/Postal Code____________________, 
in full awareness of the penal sanctions which D.P.R. 445-Section 76 (28/12/2000) provides for misrepresentation and forgery,  
DECLARES
that he/she is the author of the enclosed paper copy of the essay entitled_________________,  ______________________________________________, total number of pages: pp. ___________________;
that he/she is fully aware that, in compliance with Italian laws (Legge 675/96, Section 10), his/her personal data shall be collected and processed solely for the purposes related to the present statement.
Dated this _______________day of ____________________of the year ________

                                                                                                       Signature of Applicant     
                                                                                                     ____________________                             

In compliance with D.P.R. 445, Section 38 (28/12/2000), the present statement shall be deemed valid provided it is accompanied by a non-authenticated photocopy of an identity document.

Attachment “D”
The applicant’s thesis or essay will be assessed on grounds of its originality, consistency, and  scientific research quality. Topics may concern a wide range of aspects and issues relating to Burton’s life, macrotext and critical reception, including (but not limited to) the following areas of literary criticism and analysis, historical research, current affairs:
- The Passion Play of Oberammergau: two contrasting observers (Sir Richard and Isabel Burton)

- The Kasidah: Sir Richard Burton’s forgotten masterpiece

- Sir Richard Burton’s erotic translations – their impact then and now

- 1893–2017: how biographies of Sir Richard Burton have evolved

- The wife and the niece: Isabel Burton vs Georgiana Stisted

- Sir Richard Burton in Tuscany: Florence, Pisa and Bagni di Lucca

- Poems in homage to Sir Richard Burton: an anthology and an analysis

- Sir Richard Burton’s writings about Trieste and its environs

- The artists who have illustrated Sir Richard Burton’s writings

- Sir Richard Burton’s legacy: what, if anything, can the modern world learn from his life?

- How would Sir Richard Burton view the West’s relations with the Muslim world in 2017?

- Oriental textiles in the world of Sir Richard Burton

