








Director’s
statement

The so-called “1989 Revolution” is, most likely, the biggest
incompletely consumed event that our society has been
through in recent history.

This is one of the reasons for wanting to accurately depict
the chaos and total confusion of ordinary people during
those days. The truth was willingly disguised, whitewashing
was cultivated to become state of the art.

My generation (I was 18, in 1989) grew up with this
“psychosis” of the terrorists; supposedly they were Arabs,
then Russian spies, then Securitate officers and so on.

The public radio and TV convinced the population, by gross
manipulation, that these “terrorists” really existed and had
become the absolute enemy, right after Ceausescu’s
defection. | wished to see them captured and punished,

as | was certain that they were guilty of the many innocent
and senseless deaths of those days.






The
Romanian
Revolution

The Romanian Revolution was a period of violent civil unrest
in Romania during December 1989 as a part of the
Revolutions of 1989 that occurred in several countries
around the world, including the countries in Eastern Europe,
before the collapse of the Soviet Union. The Romanian
Revolution ultimately culminated in the drumhead trial and
execution of longtime Romanian Communist Party (PCR)
General Secretary Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife Elena,
and the end of 42 years of Communist rule in Romania.




The
Revolution
in Sibiu

Sibiu, December 17" 1989. The situation seemed to be
under control. The communist leader announced that he
had ordered the arming of troops with "war ammunition”,
the establishment of a "state of necessity" and the placing
of all military units in a "state of alarm". His son, Nicu
Ceausescu, first secretary of the party committee in Sibiu,
called for the military units to be put in a state of combat,
saying that they would fire "without warning".

On December 21%, anti-communist demonstrators took

to the streets. Nicu Ceausescu asks the local militia to
intervene and disperse the protesters from the Republic
Square. The presence of the militiamen, however, irritates
the spirits and radicalizes the demonstrators. A detachment
of student-soldiers is also sent to clear the Square. The
demonstrators become violent, pushing the soldiers, and
throwing bottles, pieces of wood and stones. As a result, the
soldiers fired warning shots. This is when the first casualties
occur in Sibiu, two civilians are shot.
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On the evening of December 21, some of the protestors
head to the Militia headquarters, where they overturn and
set fire to several cars, forcing their way into the headquarters.
Militiamen tried to defend themselves. Tear gas and warning
shots were used and five people were injured.

On the morning of the 22", the protestors returned in large
numbers and continuously pressed the student-soldiers. At
noon, fire was opened. In panic, the crowd retreated to the
Military School. Some of the Militia and Securitate personnel
left the premises and tried to enter the Military School by
scaling the fence, but were shot by the young soldiers. They
were convinced that the unit was under attack by terrorists.

The survivors were detained in the Military Officers' School
swimming pool in poor conditions, without food for the first
few days, and deprived of minimal medical care, some of
them injured or beaten brutally.

The numbers of the Sibiu Revolution are grim.

2.000.000 bullets, 500 cannon shots, and 650 helicopter
missiles were fired.

99 people died, another 272 were injured.

522 people were illegally detained in the local pool.
The last of them were released on February 1, 1990.













